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[Abstract:] Recommends to Porter Allen Engines @ $1750 to run electric lights for the Mint. 


Office of the United States Electric Lighting Company, 
Equitable Building, 

120 Broadway, cor. Cedar Street, 

New York, 

July 19, 1881 


P.O. Box 1849 


J.L. LeConte Esq. 
U.S. Mint 
Phila. 


Dear Sir: 


After seeing you on Friday, I had a conference with Mr. Chas. F. Porter with reference to 
an engine to drive the Incandescent and arc lamps, which we are to place in the Mint. While for 
some reasons it may be preferable to use two engines, doing on one shaft with the cranks placed 
quartering, yet I incline to the opinion after examining the indicator cards shown me by Mr. 
Porter and on Saturday examining some engines made by him, which were running at high 
speed, that a “9 x 16’ Porter-Allen high speed engine will be the most economical, as well as the 
most satisfactory for your work, I would therefore propose that you authorize to procure such an 
engine which we can do for the sum of $1750.00. The makers guaranty that 60 Ib. steam pressure 
cutting off at quarter stroke and running at 280 revolutions, the engine will develop 45 
Horsepower, and will run with exact steadiness and uniformity of motion as well as satisfactorily 
in all respects. The price includes, starting valve, all lubrication set of solid wrenches, foundation 
pair, bolts, templets etc. You would have to furnish all piping, connections and laborer assistance 
and tackle required in erecting &c., the makers sending a competent man to erect and start the 
engine. Such an engine can be obtained, erected & be ready to run on or before the first day of 
the Sept. next. 


Please let me hear from you as promptly as possible, meanwhile, I remain. 
Very truly yours, 


H.C. Francis 
Genl. Mangr. Pr. 


